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Let me move now, just very briefly, 

to add my deep sympathy to Americans 
who have experienced the tragedy of 
untimely and precipitous weather. 
This, I think, will be the most remark-
able weather season that we may have 
experienced in a couple of years. Tor-
nados are hitting Americans and floods 
all over the Nation. Many of our col-
leagues are absent because of the trag-
edy occurring in their respective dis-
tricts. This further emphasizes, of 
course, the work that we do here, but 
nothing can give solace to those who 
have lost family members. 

As a member of the Board of the Sam 
Houston Area Council Boy Scouts of 
America, I offer my deepest sympathy 
to the Boy Scouts who lost their lives 
in Iowa, and to their Member of Con-
gress and to the families there. Let me 
also cite the brave young men who 
were involved in protecting others and 
providing first aid. It shows what kind 
of character and integrity is built for 
those who are in the Boy Scouts. And 
we offer to them our deepest sympathy. 
We know that the national Boy Scouts 
are mourning, and Boy Scouts across 
America. But as they mourn, let us 
also pay tribute to those who rose and 
showed themselves well as they sought 
to help those who could not help them-
selves. 

Again, our sympathy to the Boy 
Scouts of America, to the Boy Scouts 
of Iowa, and certainly to the families 
of those who lost their lives in the last 
24 to 48 hours, and those Americans 
who are also in the face of these tragic, 
terrible natural disasters, and who 
have suffered personal loss, property 
loss, and certainly the loss of loved 
ones. 

f 

ENERGY CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I don’t think I’ll take the whole 5 
minutes tonight because I’m going to 
join Mr. WESTMORELAND of Georgia in a 
special 1 hour order on energy in just a 
few minutes. But I would like to say, 
during the 5 minutes that I have, that 
another week has gone by in the Con-
gress of the United States and we have 
taken no action in dealing with the en-
ergy crisis that faces America today. 

The price of gasoline is well over $4 
in most areas, and in some areas it’s up 
closer to $4.50. Diesel fuel is over $4.50 
a gallon, and the truckers across this 
country are suffering, and they’ve even 
demonstrated here in Washington, D.C. 

And it’s not just the energy problem 
that we have to deal with, it’s the ef-
fect that the energy problem has on 
other commodities, such as food and 
other equipment that we need to keep 
this economy moving forward. 

The price of food is going to go up. 
It’s going to have tremendous infla-
tionary pressure on every family in 
this country if we don’t address this 

problem and address it quickly. I know 
some of my colleagues say, well, you 
know, if we started drilling for oil in 
the ANWR today, it would take 10 
years before we would get that oil to 
market. Well, I disagree; I think it 
would be a lot sooner than that. But 
the sooner we start, the quicker we 
will have that oil at our refineries. 

We also could drill off the Conti-
nental Shelf and get another couple 
million barrels of oil a day. And that 
may take a little bit of time, but the 
sooner we start, the better. 

The other thing we have to consider 
is we need more refineries to refine 
that oil. We haven’t built a refinery, I 
think, in this country for the past, 
what, 30 years? And we need that ca-
pacity in order to get this oil 
transitioned into gasoline and diesel 
fuel for the people to use in this coun-
try. 

b 1800 
To sit back like we have and not do 

anything over the past weeks and 
months, watching the gas prices go up 
and watching people suffering, in my 
opinion, is just unconscionable. Yet, 
my colleagues, we really haven’t done 
a thing. 

I reach out to my colleagues on the 
Democrats’ side of the aisle. You’re in 
the majority and we’re in the minority, 
but we all understand we have a crisis 
facing this country. We need to work 
together to explore, to get the oil that 
we have in our country to market as 
quickly as possible. We also have as 
much as a 500-year supply of natural 
gas, a clean-burning fuel that we could 
get to market if we could get it out of 
the ground, and we can do it in an envi-
ronmentally safe way, and we can ex-
tract the oil in an environmentally 
safe way. 

If we were talking to Americans all 
across the country tonight and if we 
said, ‘‘do you think gas prices are too 
high?’’ they would all say, ‘‘Yes.’’ If we 
said, ‘‘would you mind if we drilled in 
this country and in an environmentally 
safe way to get oil out of the ground to 
lower your gas prices?’’ you’d get 80–90 
percent to say, ‘‘Yes.’’ If you asked 
them ‘‘what about the ANWR?’’ they’d 
say, ‘‘Where’s the ANWR?’’ Most people 
aren’t aware that it’s a very small part 
of Alaska which is three times the size 
of Texas. 

We need to move toward energy inde-
pendence. We have the ability to be 
completely energy-independent from 
Saudi Arabia, from Venezuela, from 
Mexico, from Canada, from any coun-
try in the world. We can be inde-
pendent if we work together, but we 
haven’t done that. 

Many of my colleagues are saying, 
‘‘Well, we’re concerned about the envi-
ronment.’’ We all want to transition to 
new technologies, to new ways of get-
ting energy so that people can have 
clean-burning fuel, but in the mean-
time, while we’re doing that, we must 
realize that we’re having a terrible, 
devastating impact on our economy by 
not taking action. 

So I would just like to say to my col-
leagues, before I get together with Mr. 
WESTMORELAND for this 1-hour special 
order, let’s work together. The Amer-
ican people are begging us. If you don’t 
believe it, go to any gas pump in the 
morning or tonight and ask them. 
They’re begging us to do something 
about the exorbitant fuel prices which 
are not only affecting their getting to 
and from work but that are also affect-
ing their ability to buy groceries at the 
supermarket and that are affecting 
every other commodity. It’s going to 
severely hamper and hurt this economy 
if we don’t work together very quickly 
to get the job done. 

Now, I believe that if we listen to the 
American people that Democrats and 
Republicans can work together, and we 
can come up with a plan to extract 
these vital, essential minerals so that 
we can lower our gas prices and can 
lower the energy prices in this country, 
but if we don’t and if we continue to 
fight with each other and if we’re re-
calcitrant and if we don’t do some-
thing, then the problem is going to get 
worse and worse and worse. 

So I would just like to say to my col-
leagues and to plead with them one 
more time tonight: Let’s not let an-
other week, month or year go by of our 
not having done anything to explore or 
to drill for our own natural resources 
that can give us energy independence. 
We’ve been talking about it since the 
Carter years back in the 1970s. It is 
time we did something. Americans are 
suffering, and we’re not doing any-
thing. Democrats and Republicans 
must work together to solve this prob-
lem. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another sunset memorial. 

It is June 12, 2008 in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, and before the 
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more 
defenseless unborn children were killed by 
abortion on demand. That’s just today, Madam 
Speaker. That’s more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this 
country, only it happens every day. 
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